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SUBJECT: SFO Revised Communications Procedure during Simultaneous Offset 
Instrument Approach (SOIA) Operations (ILS PRM 28L and LDA PRM 28R). 

CANCELLATION:   March 31, 2009 
 
On Thursday, January 15th, 2009, the FAA will make substantial changes in the 
communications procedures used during PRM approaches when Simultaneous Offset 
Instrument Approach (SOIA) operations are in progress at San Francisco International 
Airport (KSFO).  These changes will bring the communications procedures, used in 
SOIA, into closer conformance with other communications protocols presently utilized. 
 
PRESENTLY: 
The aircraft conducting the ILS PRM 28L and LDA PRM 28R approaches are switched 
to separate tower frequencies prior to the point where 1000 ft. of vertical separation is 
lost, usually at the beginning of the No Transgression Zone (NTZ), as far as 16 NM from 
the runway.  At the time the aircraft are switched to a tower frequency (one for each 
runway), pilots are also required to monitor the PRM frequency (one for each runway).  
Normally, pilots will only hear tower communications on both frequencies.  If the PRM 
controller transmits, both frequencies (tower and PRM) are overridden.  Pilots only 
transmit on the tower frequency. 
 
CHANGES: 
1.  In the new procedure, the aircraft will be retained on the final radar controller’s 
frequency (one for each runway), until much closer to the runway (see #2 below) than 
occurs today.  Therefore, the PRM controller’s transmissions will override the final radar 
controller frequency (not the tower frequency, as is done today).  To achieve the 
required communications redundancy prior to the loss of vertical or other separation, 
pilots must be monitoring the PRM frequency assigned to their runway no later than 
LOC intercept, and may begin to monitor the PRM frequency as soon as they are 
communicating with the final radar controller, 135.65 for 28L or 120.35 for 28R.  
Normally, pilots will only hear final radar controller’s transmissions on both frequencies.  
If the PRM controller transmits, both frequencies (final radar controller and PRM) are 
overridden.  Pilots only transmit on the final radar controller frequency, as they are 
accustomed to doing. 
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